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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments filed 06/05/2006 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

Regarding claim 1, applicant, on page 9 of the remarks, argues that Petteruti does not 
teach applying a user preference to the appliance. Examiner disagrees. Petteruti, col. 8, 
lines 20-59, discloses a host that applies its preferences such as different baud rates to 
the printer by creating a packet including information indicating the baud rates. 
Therefore, the baud rates of Petteruti reads on the "user's preference" of the present 
invention. 

Claims 2-6, 12-17, 19, 23, 24 are remained rejected for the same reason set forth 
above. 

Regarding claim 10, applicant on page 11 of the remarks, argues that Weintraub does 
not teach a mobile computing device. Examiner disagrees. The remote control unit of 
Weintraub, as indicated throughout the reference, is capable of tuning, adjusting and 
amplifying signals for its operations, and therefore these teachings of Weintraub 
together read on the mobile computing device of the present invention. Examiner also 
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noted that the CPU, as applicant argues that Weintraub does not teach, is not recited in 
the claim. 

Claim 1 1 remains rejected for the same reason set forth above. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1,3,5-6, 12-17,19,23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Petteruti et al. (US 6,379,058). 

Regarding claim 1, Petteruti teaches a method of controlling an appliance comprising: 
establishing a wireless communication link between the appliance (see fig. 1, printer 10; 
col. 3, line 47 to col. 4, line 29) and a mobile computing device (see fig. 2, portable 
terminal 28; col. 3, line 47 to col. 4, line 29); controlling the appliance via the mobile 
computing device including: supplying a first content from the mobile computing device 
to the appliance (see col. 2, lines 11-20); selecting for performance by the appliance at 
least one content from a plurality of content available via the appliance; the plurality of 
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content including the first content (see col. 2, lines 11-39); and applying a user 
preference to the appliance (see col. 2, lines 5-10; col. 8, lines 20-59). 

Regarding claim 3, Petteruti teaches the method of claim 1 wherein controlling the 
appliance, applying the user preference comprises: supplying from the mobile 
computing device to the appliance the user preference including at least one of an audio 
station selection list, an audio program selection list, a TV program selection list, an 
auto-activation selection list, a volume selection, and an auto-printing selection list (see 
col. 8, lines 20-59). 

Regarding claim 5, Petteruti teaches the method of claim 1 wherein the appliance 
comprises a first appliance and the method further comprises: providing a plurality of 
appliances including the first appliance; and controlling the plurality of appliances with 
the mobile computing device including determining which of the respective appliances 
to control (see col. 8, lines 20-59). 

Regarding claim 6, Petteruti teaches a method of controlling an appliance comprising: 
wirelessly exchanging user preference information between a mobile computing device 
and an appliance; and operating the appliance with the mobile computing device based 
on the user preference information (see col. 2, lines 5-10; col. 8, lines 20-59). 
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Regarding claim 12, the claim has the same limitations as that of claim 1 and therefore 
is interpreted and rejected for the same reason set forth in the rejection of claim 1 . 

Regarding claim 13, Petteruti teaches the system of claim 12 wherein the mobile 
computing device comprises: a memory including at least one of an internal disc drive 
and, a silicon based storage device optionally including an atomic resolution storage 
device (see fig. 2, item 32). 

Regarding claim 14, eventhough Petteruti does not mention that the system of claim 13 
and further comprising: a network communication link; and a web site including an 
application service provider configured to supply content suitable for performing a task 
on the appliance and configured to store the content on the mobile computing device via 
wireless exchange through the network communication link. However, it is known in the 
art of wireless data communication that the "host" of Petteruti is capable of receiving 
document from a web site that can be sent to the portable printer to be printed out. 

Regarding claim 15, Petteruti teaches the system of claim 12 wherein the mobile 
computing device comprises at least one of a personal digital assistant, a mobile phone, 
a portable audio file player, and a handheld computer (see col. 4, lines 30-47). 

Regarding claim 16, Petteruti teaches the system of claim 12 wherein the appliance for 
which the mobile computing device is configured to control comprises at least one of a 
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video device, an audio device, a mobile phone, a multifunction printer, a web site, a 
thermostat, an alarm clock, a beverage maker, and a lighting unit (see col. 1, lines 50- 
65). 

Regarding claim 17, Petteruti teaches an appliance control system comprising: 
a mobile computing device including: a controller (see fig. 2A, item 52); a memory 
configured for storing a first content and user preferences (see fig. 2A, items 54,56); a 
wireless communicator configured for wireless communication with an appliance (see 
fig. 2A, items 58,59); a display with a user interface (see fig. 2, items 44,46); and an 
appliance content selector configured for selecting content to be performed by an 
appliance (see col. 5, lines 45-50). 

Regarding claim 18, Petteruti teaches the appliance control system of claim 17 wherein 
the mobile computing device further comprises: an embedded web server (the host of 
Petteruti) configured for producing a web page representing the mobile computing 
device including at least one of an user preference list and an user preference 
database, and the web page optionally representing a transitivity of preferences across 
appliances (see col. 8, lines 20-59). 

Regarding claim 23, the claim has the same limitations as that of claim 1 and therefore 
is interpreted and rejected for the same reason set forth in the rejection of claim 1 . 
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3. Claims 20,21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Michaels etal. (US 6,453,167). 

Regarding claim 20, Michaels teaches a computing system comprising: 
a computing workstation including (see fig. 1 .items 1-5): 

a wireless communicator (see fig. 1, item 5); a storage media selector configured for 
selecting a memory destination to store and access data files (see figs. 1-5; col. 5, lines 
35-62); and 

a mobile computing device including (see fig. 1, item 6): 

a wireless communicator (see fig. 1, item 6); and a memory configured for storing data 
files and including: 

a virtual disc drive monitor configured to enable the storage media selector of the 
computing workstation to access the memory of the mobile computing device as the 
memory destination of the computing workstation via the respective wireless 
communicators of the mobile computing device and the computing work-station (see fig. 
1, item 7; col. 5, lines 9-30). 

Regarding claim 21, the claim has the same limitations as that of claim 20 and therefore 
is interpreted and rejected for the same reason set forth in the rejection of claim 20. 
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4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 10,1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Weitraub (US 4,301,542). 

Regarding claim 10, Weitraub teaches a method of controlling household appliances 
comprising: wirelessly establishing communication between a mobile computing device 
and a household appliance including at least one of a thermostat, a beverage maker, an 
alarm, and a lighting device; and selectively activating and controlling the household 
appliances with the mobile computing device (see figs. 1,2 and col. 7, lines 3-26). 

Regarding claim 11, Weitraub teaches a method of controlling appliances comprising: 
establishing wireless communication between a mobile computing device and an 
appliance; automatically applying an user preference of the mobile computing device to 
the appliance; automatically requesting the appliance to perform a task using a 
preferred content that is at least one of a content available through the appliance and a 
content supplied from the mobile computing device to the appliance; and observing the 
appliance perform the requested task using the applied user preferences (see figs. 1,2 
and col. 7, lines 3-26). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 2,4,18,24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Petteruti et al. (US 6,379,058) in view of Rines et al. (US 6,002,558). 

Regarding claim 2 } Petteruti teaches the limitations of claim 1 but fails to teach 
supplying the first content comprises: supplying the first content as at least one of a 
movie file, a TV program tile, an audio song file, and an audio program file. Rines, in an 
analogous art, teaches wirelessly sending an audio recorded content to a remote 
location using a cellular radio (see col. 2, lines 18-55). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention was made to provide 
the teaching of Rines to Petteruti in order to be able to relay in real-time an audio 
content from a cellular unit to a remote location as taught by Rines. 

Regarding claim 4, the combination of Petteruti and Rines teaches the method of claim 
1 wherein the plurality of content comprises: at least one of an audio station from an 
audio station list, an audio song supplied as the first content from a memory of the 
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mobile computing device, a TV program supplied as the first content from a memory of 
the mobile computing device, and a TV station on a video device (see col. 2, lines 18- 

55). 

Regarding claim 18, the combination of Petteruti and Rines teaches the appliance 
control system of claim 17 and further comprising: at least one of: an audio device 
configured for wireless communication with the mobile computing device and configured 
for operative control by the mobile computing device, the audio device including: a 
receiver; a station selector; a song search function; a media player; a memory; and a 
wireless communicator (see fig. 1 of Rines; col. 3, lines 1-63). 

Regarding claim 24, the claim has the same limitations as that of claim 2 and therefore 
is interpreted and rejected for the same reason set forth in the rejection of claim 2. 

Response to Amendment 

8. The Affidavit filed on 10/05/05 under 37 CFR 1.131 is sufficient to overcome the 
Kobayashi (US 2002/0033760) and Davara (US 6,813,619) references. 

Allowable Subject Matter 



9. 



10. 



Claim 25 is allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
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1 1 . Regarding claim 25, the closest art of record are: Lopresti (US 5,889,506) in view 
of Devara (US 6,813,619). The combination of the teachings of Lopresti and Devara 
teaches A computer-readable medium having computer-executable instructions for 
performing a method of setting and applying user preferences for controlling an 
appliance with a mobile computing device, the method comprising: automatically 
performing select tasks with the appliances with at least one of the following user- 
determined functions: volume level, lighting level, file interactions and file transfers, 
appliance auto-activation, and default media selections including default program and 
default station lists. However, Lopresti and Devara fail to teach grouping the appliances, 
to carry substantially the same user preferences, by at least one of an appliance 
location, an appliance type and custom criteria; and entering the user preferences for 
storage in the mobile computing device from at least one of computer workstation and 
another appliance via a web page of an embedded web server of the mobile computing 
device. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Conclusion 

12. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MINH D. DAO whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7851 . The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 AM - 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, MATTHEW ANDERSON can be reached on 571-272-4177. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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